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Mercurii, 23 ° die Felruarii, 1853 . 



Names of the Members of the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petition of William Parsons and Robert Stewart, complaining of an undue 
Election and Return for the Borough of Newry : 

Henry Danby Seymour, Esq. I William Laslett, Esq. 

Charles Aaron Moody, Esq. | George William John Repton. 

Hon. Edwin Lascelles, Chairman. 



Ordered, That the Committee do meet To-morrow, at Eleven o’clock. 
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REPORT. 



Mb. Lascelles, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine 
the matter of the Petition of William Parsons and Robert Stewart, complaining 
of an undue Election and Return for the Borough of Newry, informed The 
House, that the Committee had determined : — 

That William Kirk, Esquire, is duly elected a Burgess to serve in this present 
Parliament for the Borough of Newry. 

Mr. Lascelles, from the said Select Committee, further informed The House, 
that the Committee had agreed to the following Resolution : — 

“ That having examined the Agents on both sides, in order to ascertain the 
circumstances under which the said Petition was withdrawn, the Committee are 
of opinion, that the circumstances attending the forbearance to prosecute the 
charges contained in the Petition do not appear to call for any special remark 
with reference to such forbearance.” 



24 February 1853. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 



Jovis, 24° die Februarii, 1853. 



Names of the Members called over; all present. 

Petition of William Parsons and Robert Stewart, complaining of an undue election and 
return for the borough of Newry, read. 

Mr. Calvert, Mr. Andrews, Counsel. 

Agents, Messrs. Thompson, Debenham If Brown, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Reid, Mr. Richard 
Browne. 

Counsel for Sitting Member, Mr. Serjeant Wrangham, Mr. O' Eagan, Mr. Thomas, 
Mr. Me B tain. 

Agents, Mr. Boyden, Mr. Todd. 

The Committee agreed to the following Resolutions : 

•1. “ That Counsel will not be allowed to go into matters not referred to in their opening 
statement, without a special application to the Committee for permission to do so. 

2. “That if costs be demanded by either party, under the nth & 12th Viet. c. 98, the 
question must be raised immediately after the decision on that particular case, unless the 
Committee shall otherwise decide. 

3. “That the Committee expect that, with respect to cases of bribery which it is intended 

to bring home to the Sitting Member, or his agents, the Counsel for the Petitioners will now 
state the names of the electors bribed, and those of the persons who actually gave the 
bribes. J 6 

4. “ The Committee, however, reserve to themselves a power, under the Bpecial applica- 

tion of Counsel, to proceed with any case which tends to inculpate any principal or agent 
the knowledge of which case has been brought out before the Committee in the progress of 
the investigation, with the circumstances of which the parties could not be reasonably sup- 
posed to have been previously cognisant. J “ 

5. “ That with respect to treating, the Committee will expect Counsel to state the times 
and places where such treating is alleged to have taken place. 

6. « The Committee, however, reserving to themselves a discretionary power, as in cases 
of bribery. 

7. “ That no person shall be examined as a witness who shall have been in the room 
during any of the proceedings, with the exception of the Agents, whose names shall be 
handed in, without the special leave of the Committee.” 

Parties informed thereof. 

The Short-hand Writer was sworn by the Chairman. 

Mr. Cateert on behalf of the Petitioners, stated, that an agreement having been effected 
between the Petitioners and the Agents of the Sitting Member, they had consented to 
proceed no further with the Petition, upon the ureal Resolutions being passed, vis. that the 
bitting Member had been duly elected. art 

Room cleared. Committee deliberated. 

Resolved, “That the Agents and Counsel be called in and examined'with reference to 
any circumstances which may have led to the forbearance to prosecute the charges of 
bribery and treating alleged in the Petition.” ' 6 

Agents and Counsel on both sides were called in, and informed thereof. 

Mr. Henry Edward Brown, sworn, examined by the Committee. 

Mr. Richard Browne, sworn, examined by Committee. 

The Agents for the Sitting Member were then examined. 

Mr. William Bryden, Mr. Robert Todd, were severally sworn, examined by the Committee. 

Room cleared. Committee deliberated. 
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ON THE NEWRY ELECTION PETITION. 



Resolved, “That William Kirk is duly elected a Burgess to serve in this present Parlia- 
ment for the Borough of Newry. 

“That having examined the Agents for both sides, in order to ascertain the circumstances 
under which the said Petition was withdrawn, the Committee are of opinion, that the 
circumstances attending the forbearance to prosecute the charges of bribery and treating 
contained in the Petition do not appear to call for any special remark with reference to such 
forbearance.” 

Ordered, To report. 
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